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The number of livestock loss reached 7.4 million heads at the 
national level  
 
In the first quarter of 2024, from expected 30.0 million female breeding livestock 
at the end of 2023, 11.0 million (36.8%) of female breeding livestock bred offspring 

at the national level.  
 
TABLE 1.      FEMALE BREEDING LIVESTOCK, by type of livestock, in the first 4 months of selected 
years, thousand heads 

Type 
Breeding stock in the 
beginning of the year 

Losses of breeding  Number of breeding stock      

2023 2024 2023 I-IV 2024 I-IV 2023 I-IV 2024 I-IV 
Total 30 855.7 29 993.6 501.8 2 407.3 16 076.6 11 036.2 

Mare 1 607.1 1704.3 26.2 116.5 287.8 166.5 
Cow 2 203.9 2193.6 44.3 173.3 669.5 406.3 
Female camel 173.5 177.0 0.5 0.8 41.7 36.0 
Ewe 14 974.7 14 288.9 222.5 1 370.5 8 913.4 6 073.2 
Female goat 11 896.5 11 629.8 208.4 746.1 6 164.2 4 354.2 

 
Of which 42.5% were ewes, 37.4% were female goats, 20.3% were female camels, 18.5% were cows 
and  9.8% were mares.  
 
FIGURE 1.      BIRTHS TO TOTAL BREEDING STOCK, by type of young livestock, in the first 4 months 
of selected years, by percent 

  
 
For young livestock, 91.2% or 10.1 millions have survived, which is decreased by 4.5 million heads 
(30.8%) compared to the same period of previous year. 
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TABLE 2.      NUMBER OF SURVIVALS, by type of livestock, in the first 4 months of selected years, 
thousand heads 

Type 
Offspring 

Number of young 
survivals                                              

Survivals percentage 

2023 I-IV 2024 I-IV 2023 I-IV 2024 I-IV 2023 I-IV 2024 I-IV 
Total  16 084.8 11 039.3 14 543.8 10 065.6 90.3 91.2 

Foals 287.8 166.5 275.8 158.0 95.8 94.9 
Calves 669.5 406.3 639.4 389.1 95.5 95.8 
Young camel  41.7 36.0 41.0 35.4 98.1 98.5 
Lambs 8 919.2 6 074.8 8 089.6 5 522.2 90.6 90.9 
Kids 6 166.7 4 355.8 5 498.0 3 960.8 89.1 90.9 

 
The number of losses of adult livestock reached 7.4 million heads in the first 4 months of 2024, 
increased by 5.5 million heads (4.0 times more) compared with the same period of the previous year. 
Losses of adult animals to total livestock at the beginning of the year is 11.4 percent. 
 
Losses of adult animals by livestock type reveals that there were losses of 4.0 million heads of sheep, 
2.4 million heads of goats, 642.2 thousand heads of cattle, 404.5 thousand heads of horses and 3.9 
thousand heads of camels. In terms of livestock type of the total losses, 53.5% were sheep and 32.3% 
were goats. 
 
In April 2024, the number of natural losses of livestock amounted to 1.1 million heads that made down 
14.7 percent of total natural losses of livestock in the first quarter of 2024 and decreased 1.7 million 
heads (61.7%) than registered in previous month. 
 
TABLE 3.     NUMBER OF LOSSES OF ADULT ANIMALS, by type, in the first 4 months of selected 
years, thousand heads 

Type of 
livestock 

Number of losses of adult animals 
Percentage of losses of adult animals to total 

livestock at the beginning of year 

Jan-Apr 
2021 

Jan-Apr 
2022 

Jan-Apr 
2023 

Jan-Apr 
2024 

Jan-Apr 
2021 

Jan-Apr 
2022 

Jan-Apr 
2023 

Jan-Apr 
2024 

Total 1 474.3  129.5 1 861.9 7 391.6 2.20 0.19 2.62 11.43 
Horse 54.2 7.8 97.4 404.5 1.32 0.18 2.02 8.38 
Cattle 93.7 12.3 166.9 642.2 1.98 0.25 3.03 12.00 
Camel 8.6 0.2 1.7 3.9 1.83 0.03 0.37 0.82 
Sheep 506.2 54.1 807.4 3 954.0 1.68 0.17 2.47 13.44 
Goat 811.6 55.1 788.5 2 387.0 2.93 0.21 2.86 9.70 

 
The natural losses  in the first 4 months of 2024 by aimags indicates that there were losses of 1.7 
million heads (23.5%) in Sukhbaatar, 960.4 thousand heads (13.0%) in Khentii, 821.8 thousand heads 
(11.1%) in Arkhangai, 632.2 thousand heads (8.6%) in Tuv, 566.5 thousand heads (7.7%) in Dornogovi 
aimag. These losses make up 63.8 percent of the total natural losses of livestock.   
 
In the first 4 months of 2024, there were losses of 2.4 million heads of dams (8.0%) out of 30.0 million 
heads of dams counted at the national level at the end of 2023. In Arkhangai, Dornogovi, Tuv, Khentii, 
Sukhbaatar aimags, 178.9-717.5 thousand heads of dam livestock were lost, which makes up to 74.7 
percent of the total loss of dam livestock.  
 



 
 

Natural losses of sires reached 79.1 thousand heads of livestock, of which 46.6 thousand heads male 
goats, 35.7 thousand heads rams, 10.7 thousand heads were  bulls, 7.3 thousand heads stallions and 
97 camel stallions. 
 
FIGURE 2.      NATURAL LOSSES OF ADULT ANIMALS, in the first 4 months of selected years, by 
aimags and the Capital, thousand heads  

 
At the national level, there were losses of 7.3 thousand heads of livestock due to diseases in the first 
4 months of 2024 showing a 18.5 (71.8%) thousand decrease from the same period of previous year.  
 
FIGURE 3.     LOSSES OF ANIMALS DUE TO DISEASES, by type, in the first 4 months of selected 
years, by share 

 
 
Of the total losses of adult animals, 0.1 percent were lost due to other reasons such as depredation 
of wild animals - wolves, bears, and leopards etc. or falls through the ice, falling from rock cliffs, hunger 
and freezing etc, 99.8 percent due to unintended disaster, and 0.1 percent due to diseases. 
 
Definition 
 
Natural losses of adult animals: Loss of animals due to natural disasters such as zud, heavy rain, fire, 
lightning, infectious and non-infectious diseases and others (wild animal depredation and accidents). 
 
Percentage of unintended losses of large livestock: This is calculated by comparing 
the number of slaughtered livestock with the total livestock counted first at the 
beginning of the year.  
 
Percentage of delivery to offspring: This is calculated by comparing the number of breeding stock 
counted in the beginning of the year with the number of breeding stock gave birth during the year. 
 
Percentage of rearing: This is calculated by comparing the number of total birth to live offspring.  
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Source:  
NSO, Report of breeding livestock bred offspring, Report of natural losses of adult animals  
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